District nurses' perceptions of palliative care at home.
A postal survey of 148 district nurses (DNs) was carried out to explore their experiences of terminal care and their views of the palliative care team. Information was also gathered on DNs' perceived educational needs in relation to palliative care. The high response rate of 87% and the additional comments that many nurses offered illustrates their desire to provide high-quality care. Factors that appeared to hinder achievement of this goal and led to stress included size of caseload, lack of knowledge and experience in managing difficult symptoms as well as time constraints. High levels of satisfaction with the palliative care team were recorded but a need for further education and improved communication were identified.